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SUMMARY 

The part of the diary reproduced in this chapter is about the days when Anne was a schoolgirl and she 

and her family had not yet moved to the secret quarters. Anne had started writing her diary before 

going into hiding. In August 1944, the Germans came to know of their hiding. They were arrested 

and sent to Germany. Anne, her sister, Margot and her mother soon died in a concentration camp. 

Her father survived and published part of Anne‟s diary.  

This chapter is a part of Anne Frank‟s diary. Here she tells us about the early days of her life. 

She says that she decided to start writing a diary because she did not have a friend. Anne was 

born on 12th June 1929. She had a sister three years older to her. She lived in Frankfurt until she 

was four. Her father immigrated to Holland in 1933. 

Anne had no one in whom she could confide the feelings of her heart. So she decided to make 

her diary to her friend. She called it „Kitty‟. On Saturday 20th June 1942, Anne Frank made her 

first entry in her diary. It was in the form of a letter and was addressed to her diary „Kitty‟. Anne 

describes her experiences with her Mathematics teacher, Mr.Keesing. 

Anne writes that one day; Mr.Keesing punished her for talking in the class. He gave her extra 

homework. He asked her to write an essay on „A Chatterbox.‟ Anne wrote it, but she again talked 

in the class. Now Mr.Keesing asked her to write an essay on „An Incorrigible Chatterbox.‟ 

Mr.Keesing liked the essays written by Anne Frank. 

 But Anne could not give up the habit of talking in the class. So, as a punishment, Mr.Keesing 

asked her to write an essay on an unusual title. “„Quack, Quack, Quack.‟ said Mistress 

Chatterbox.” Anne wrote this essay in the form of a poem. It was about a mother duck and the 

father swan. The father bit the three ducklings to death because they quacked too much. It was a 

satire on Mr.Keesing. But he took the joke in the right way. He read the poem to Anne‟s class 

and other classes also. He allowed Anne to talk in the class and never again gave her extra 

homework. 
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A. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow: 

Q1. „Paper has more patience than people.‟ I thought of this saying on one of those days when I was 

feeling a little depressed and was sitting at home with my chin in my hands, bored and listless, 

wondering whether to stay in or go out. 

(a) To whom does „I‟ refer in the given passage? 

(b) Why did Ann feel the need to write a diary? 

(c) „Paper has more patience than people‟ – Why did Anne Frank say that? 

(d) Which word in the passage is a synonym of lethargic? 

 

Q2. To enhance the image of this long awaited friend in my imagination, I don‟t want to jot down the 

facts in this diary the way most people would do, but I want the diary to be my friend, and I‟m going 

to call this friend „Kitty‟.Since no one would understand a word of my stories to Kitty if I were to 

plunge right in, I‟d better provide a brief sketch of my life, much as I dislike doing so.  

(a) Who was the long awaited friend of Anne? Why? 

(b) What did she provide in her diary? 

(c) Find a word from the extract which means the same as „dive‟. 

(d) To write down the idea as and when it occurs in mind is called …………. 

 

Q3: I wrote the three pages Mr.Keesing had assigned me and was satisfied. I argued that talking is a 

student‟s trait and that I would try to keep it under control but I would never be able to cure myself of 

the habit since my mother talked as much as I did, and that there is not much one can do about the 

inherited traits. 

 

(a) Which fact shows that the narrator was intelligent? 

(b) Which trait of students did she mention in her essay? 

(c) Why did she say that she could never be able to cure herself of the habit of talking? 

(d) How did Anne justify her being a chatterbox in her essay? 

 

A. Answer the following questions in 30-40 words: 

1. What does Anne Frank tell about her family in her diary? 

2. Describe your views about Mr.Keesing as a teacher. 

3. What was Mr.Keesing‟s reaction after reading Anne‟s poem on the third essay that he had given 

to her to write? 

4. How did Anne want her diary to be different? 

5. How do you know that Anne was close to her grandmother? 

 

B. Answer the following question in 100-120 words: 
 

Q.1 Describe the three essays written by Anne Frank. 


